Optimizing a Website for the iPhone
By André Hinds

(Note: For the sake of simplicity, I'll be referring to the iPhone throughout
this document, even though almost everything that can be accomplished here
with the 1Phone can also be done with the iPod Touch, except phone and
Iocation services. Otherwise, the two devices are equal.)

One of the best things about the iPhone is its ability to let you browse the
web as you would do on your computer's browser. Because the iPhone
browser is based on the already established Safari browser, it is able to
reproduce pages with remarkable accuracy. However, there are some
drawbacks to this approach.

Consider the website of the non-profit organization Land Legacy. On a
computer browser, it has an attractive, multi-purpose look and feel:
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However, when reproduced on the iPhone, the first look at the page must be
followed by several moments of pinching and positioning to get it just right.
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But with a few hours of work with the site, it can be modified in a way that
makes it easy to use on the iPhone, complete with a look that is familiar to
anyone who has used iPhone apps.
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Land Legacy is a nonprofit land Mail
conservation organization established in Land Legacy
January 2003 and located in Tulsa, 406 S. Boulder Ave. #280
Oklahoma. Our mission is to conserve Tulsa, OK 74103
and enhance rural and urban landscapes,
thereby improving the quality of life. Our Phone (918) 587-2190
About Us ’ work includes urban parks and trails, farm
and ranch preservation, and water quality Fax (918) 587-2169
News 4 protection. .
Email ltroyer@landlegacy.net
Programs >
Staff
Landowner Resources >
Robert Gregory
. Executive Director
Givi ng ’ rgregory @landlegacy.net
Lorre Troyer
Business Manager




The initial tendency when turning
a web page into a mobile web page
1s to make it as vanilla as possible,
such as the typical iPhone app look
on the left. But I believe it is
important to try to retain the flavor
of the original website in order to
retain its character.

For example, I was able to do this
with the Land Legacy website by
incorporating elements of the
original, such as...

...incorporating the heading
graphic on the Home page.

...retaining the
same menu items
from the original.
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When designing the inside of a converted website, it is best to adhere to a
logical structure, which might vary from section to section because of that
section's contents.

For example, the Programs section ...while the News section is split up
is divided between a description of by news articles listed in reverse-
Programs and Projects... chronological order...
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Green Cities > LIS
Get a Close Look at Land
Farm and Ranch N Legacy Projects
Preservation
Land whoa! Trust taking a
Watershed Protection > bite out of progress
fom 2o Oklahoma farmland is fading >
Completed Projects > —
Projects Underway > Saving Excelsior >
Urban Green >
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...the Completed Projects page is ...and the Projects Underway page
listed by projects in alphabetical merely contains a loosely organized
order... listing of current activities.
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Aaron's Angels Park > Projects Underway
Barrick Ranch > + Spavinaw Creek Riparian Buffers
(Northeastern Oklahoma) — Land
Legacy is working in partnership with the
Boren Ranch ’ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and others
B ter R h to create riparian buffers along Spavinaw
rewster Ranc 4 Creek. Buffers will help to preserve water
. . quality by preventing erosion into the
Bridgestone-Firestone s stream. They will also help to protect
Nature and Education Area critical habitat for several endangered
cave species in the region.
Chitwood Farm ’ « Farm and Ranch Lands Protection
Downtown Park > Program (Oklahoma, statewide) — In

partnership with the USDA Natural
L. Resources Conservation Service, Land
Driskill Ranch > Legacy is helping to enroll farms and
ranches from across Oklahoma in this
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Elements of the original webpage are incorporated when possible, with
consideration taken about the limitations of the iPhone device.

The About Us page, for example, displays the same graphics as the original
home page, but doesn't contain any fancy wraparounds as on the original, in
order to aid in legibility.
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On the original Saving Excelsior page, the graphic was much larger, but is
reduced in size on the iPhone version, so the reader is not forced to have to

scroll back and forth to see the entire photo.
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A recent issue of Exchange, the magazine for the Land Trust Alliance, tg
the story of John Hopper, who helped save the site of his boyhood scp
Excelsior, which was closed in 1962. He and the nearly 300-person
\gnds and Alumni Association cleaned up the site and erected
hool. And to ensure the continued well-| bemg ofth

A recent issue of Exchange, the
magazine for the Land Trust Alliance, tells
the story of John Hopper, who helped
save the site of his boyhood school
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The comprehensive map graphic of Land Legacy's completed projects is

simply not possible on the iPhone.

Completed Projects Map Help
As of February 2009

Barrick Ranch

Just three miles north of
the Red River and
abutting Falcon Head
Resort, Land Legacy
preserves this ranch
through a donated
easement. This easement
covers 414 acres,
including 80 acres of
restored wetlands.

Denton
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However, the iPhone does allow linking to the Maps app on the phone to
display the area in question, and even use the app to get driving directions to

the location, if needed.
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Barrick Ranch

Just three miles north of the Red River
and abutting Falcon Head Resort, Land
Legacy preserves this ranch through a
donated easement. This easement covers
414 acres, including 80 acres of restored
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The Maps application is not the only one that can be easily incorporated into

the website links.

The Land Legacy
website contains a
variety of
downloadable forms
and brochures in
both PDF and
Microsoft Word
format. These can be
easily viewed on the
1Phone, simply by
clicking the link.

As with the computer
browser version of a
website, activating
the email program to
send email is as
simple as clicking the
link.
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Conservation Easement Form
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Easement Fact Sheet
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Protecting Land Through Conservation
Easements
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Even giving to the non-profit
organization is as easy on the
1Phone as it is from the original

website.
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And with the iPhone,
calling a phone
number on the
website is just as
simple. Click a phone
number and you're
instantly connected.

_egacy is a nonprofit organiza
elies on charitable donations fo
pport. If you wish to donate, or if you
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(918) 587-2190

Cancel Call

avariety of credit cards (VISA,
erCard, American Express or
er), your bank account or yo

Amount

250.00|
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With some simple adjustments, a -l ATET = 1:04 PM o=

website can easily be made to have ' G (e W
the same functionality, look and g 28 i
ease of use as any great iPhone Scsrges  Galandiar  Gulomtator Voios Memos
app. Additional code can be applied

to the original website so that all . . Weather
1Phone users are automatically Stocks Standard

transferred to the iPhone version of
the site, or you can offer a special
"Mobile" page that visitors can link
to from the original site.

Safari Land Legacy Tpdck...Status Notes

A custom icon can be inserted
automatically on the site for those
who choose to add the site to their
1Phone home page:

In addition, if the site is driven by a Content Management System, it can be
modified to adjust the elements of the page so they can be optimized for the
iPhone.

If you're concerned about users of other smartphones that are on their way, a
hybrid style of website could be developed that incorporates the design
limitations of several handheld devices, including Android, Pre, Blackberry
and other devices that may come on the market in the future.
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